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have not been severe, especially compared to environmental impacts of scientific activity and associated logistical activity.
In addition to development and implementation of the Visitor and Tbur Operator Guidelines to manage the growing tourism industry, the International Association of Antarctica Tbur Operators (IAATO) was founded in 1991 by seven experienced tour operators to promote and encourage safe and environmentally-responsible private-sector cruises and expeditions to Antarctica, and to foster close cooperation among member companies. Currently, IAATO has 13 company members, including all of the major U.S.-based companies that conducted tours during the 1992-93 season. IAATO encourages new companies to become members because the ultimate protection of the continent depends on responsibly-conducted tourism by all. LAATO's members have testified at hearings on proposed legislation, pursued active participation in their governments' antarctic advisory committees, and participated in a variety of antarctic-related forums, conferences, and workshops.
The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic TYeaty sets forth legally binding environmental protection measures applicable to all human activities in Antarctica, including tourism. The measures may require clarification in regard to tourism. Annex V, Area Protection and Management, designates two categories of protected areas: Antarctic Specially Protected Areas (ASPAs) and Antarctic Specially Managed Areas (ASMAs). Entry to ASPAs is prohibited except in accordance with a permit that is granted only for "compelling scientific purposes." Entry into ASMAs does not necessarily require a permit, but if an ASMA includes an ASPA, a permit would be required. As ASMAs may include "sites or monuments of recognized historic value," which are of interest to tourists, management plans will be required to detail a "Code of Conduct for activities within the area" as well as identifying which activities are to be managed, restricted, or prohibited.
Annex IV, Prevention of Marine Pollution, applies "with respect to each Party, to ships entitled to fly its flag and to any other ship engaged in or supporting its Antarctic operations, while operating in the Antarctic TYeaty Area." As U.S.-based companies currently organize voyages to Antarctica using vessels registered in non-TYeaty Party nations (e.g., Liberia, Bahamas), the marine pollution obligations under this Annex do not apply to these vessels, and the Protocol cannot apply obligations to vessels of non-Parties, nor can U.S. law reach such vessels directly. However, since U.S. law can apply obligations to U.S. nationals anywhere, U.S. law could go beyond the Protocol by promulgating legislation and regulations to apply standards to any U.S. citizen or any U.S.-based tour operator (i.e., any person who conducts or supports a commercial tour, expedition, or other excursion to Antarctica, including by advertising, marketing, or organizing such an excursion); or byimate, and lighter pack ice than is encountered in other areas of the Antarctic.ers are probably best addressed by the administering agency in a blanket format for the program.demy of Sciences. All rights reserved.
